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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS — EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.05 am]: The interest in the independent 

public schools initiative is well established. Currently, 171 schools are operating as IPSs, with a total of 207 

schools already selected to become IPSs by 2013. More are set to join their ranks upon the conclusion of this 

year’s selection process.  

This year 141 school communities across Western Australia have applied to have a greater say in the operation 

of their schools. Expressions of interest for the fourth intake closed on Thursday, 10 May 2012. The Department 

of Education received applications from 55 schools in country areas and 86 schools in the metropolitan area. 

Those numbers include 91 primary schools, 25 senior high schools, one senior college, 11 education support 

centres, six district high schools, two high schools and two agricultural colleges. Schools from across the state 

and a range of socioeconomic communities, from Broome in the north to Esperance and Albany in the south, 

have applied. These include six schools in the goldfields, four in the Kimberley, two in the midwest, six in the 

Pilbara, 22 in the south west, seven in the wheatbelt, 43 in the north metropolitan region and 51 in the south 

metropolitan region. Of the 141 expressions of interest received, 136 schools expressed an interest individually; 

five schools expressed an interest to operate only in cluster; and eight schools expressed an interest to operate 

either individually or as part of a cluster. There are five cluster applications. 

An independent selection panel, consisting of former principals and senior educators from across all education 

sectors, brings a wealth of experience to the selection process. The panel will now assess the expressions of 

interest to make recommendations to the Director General of the Department of Education. Schools will know 

the outcome of the panel’s decisions in July 2012 when the successful schools are announced. 

One of the key contributors to the success of a school’s application is that it has the full support of its staff, 

families and local community to embrace the flexibilities and opportunities available to benefit its students. 

Throughout the remainder of the year an extensive training program will help the new independent public 

schools transition to their new status. This significant interest builds on the success of the initiative to date. 

Twenty-seven per cent of all public schools, which involves about 40 per cent of all students and teachers, are 

now seeing the benefits of being involved.  

Since the start of the initiative in 2009, 389 schools have expressed interest in becoming independent public 

schools. That is more than half of all our public schools. I thank those school communities that have embraced 

this exciting initiative in public education in Western Australia.  

 


